
Right to Life of Michigan EducaƟonal Fund  
2026 High School Oratory Contest  

Contest ApplicaƟon Form  
(Please print legibly or visit rtl.org/MiGenLeads to fill out a PDF online.)  

Contestant Name:  

Address/City/ZIP:  
 

Phone:  Birth date:  

E-mail Address: 
 

Parent E-mail Address:  
 

School Name:  
 

Are you a prolife student club member?           Yes     No 

Grade (2025-2026 school year):  

Prolife issue you will be speaking on (choose one):  

AborƟon     Embryonic Stem Cell Research (or Cloning)    Euthanasia     InfanƟcide 

*Student Signature 

 

*Parent Signature 

 

*By signing, you agree to allow Right to Life of Michigan to publicize contest results including your informaƟon (name, grade and 
hometown), speech, contest photos and videos, as well as provide your contact informaƟon to any news media interested in stories 
about contest winners. 

Return this form by the entry deadline to your local coordinator:  

Local Affiliate:  

Local Coordinator:  

Phone:         Email:  

Entry Deadline:  Local Contest Date:  
If unsure about your local Right to Life Affiliate, send your applicaƟon to the state office at migenleads@rtl.org. 

 

P.O. Box 901   ·   Grand Rapids, MI 49509-0901   ·   (616) 532-2300   ·   info@rtl.org   ·   rtl.org  

TRI CITIES RIGHT TO LIFE

THERESA GIACALONE

616.842.0975

(O)

TG@TriCitiesRightToLife.org

3/24/26 by 5pm EST

3/26/26  6:30pm



2026  Oratory Contest Rules and InformaƟon  
  

Contest Rules  
  

1. Eligibility: To compete in the state and local contests, contestants must be in grades 9-12 as of August 1, 2025. To 
compete in the naƟonal contest, students must be a junior or senior. If the state’s first place winner is in grade 9 
or 10, he/she will win the first-place prize, and the highest scoring student in grades 11 or 12 will advance to the 
naƟonal contest. In case of non-tradiƟonal students or homeschool students, the school must recognize the 
student as in the equivalent grade or the year the student enters college will be used to determine eligibility.   

2. Students can only compete in one local affiliate contest in a contest year.  

3. Contestants are to research, write and present an original prolife speech on the issue of aborƟon, infanƟcide, 
euthanasia, or embryonic stem cell research (including human cloning if desired). The speech must address one 
of these topics directly, using other topics only as support. Copyright speeches are not allowed. Contestants 
must use enƟrely new speeches if they compete in mulƟple years. Speeches must be typed in full and submiƩed 
with the contestant’s applicaƟon.  

4. Because the speech is to be an oraƟon, appropriate gestures are allowed. The style and speech type should be 
appropriate to the message, but the speech must not be a dramaƟc presentaƟon (e.g. portrayal of a baby in the 
womb, short story, poem). Quotes are fine but should not dominate the speech and must be appropriately 
aƩributed. Props are not permiƩed.  

5. The speech should appeal to a broad audience, including those who may not be prolife.  

6. Speeches are to be 5 to 7 minutes in length. Penalizing speeches outside the 5-to-7-minute range is leŌ to 
judges’ discreƟon. Speeches under 4 or over 8 minutes will be disqualified.  

7. When using facts and staƟsƟcs, contestants should use current informaƟon available from reputable sources. 
Contestants may be penalized by judges for using inaccurate informaƟon.  

8. Judges score speakers on a 10-point scale in each of these five criteria: thesis/structure, content, 
understanding/coverage of prolife topics, presentaƟon and the judges' overall opinion.  

9. Speech content may not be significantly changed as a contestant advances, though fine-tuning for minor 
correcƟons, Ɵming, etc. is allowed and encouraged. A copy of the winner's speech is forwarded to the state and 
naƟonal levels to ensure that no major changes have been made.  

10. MemorizaƟon is not required, and it is acceptable for contestants to use notes or refer to their wriƩen speeches 
if necessary. Though not required at the naƟonal level, most speeches are memorized.  

11. Contestants will have the opƟon to use a podium and a microphone at the state contest if available. 
Microphones are generally not allowed at the naƟonal contest.  

  

  

  

 



Frequently Asked QuesƟons  
  
Q: When are the local and state contests?  

A:  1. Affiliates set their local date. Affiliates should submit the local contest sponsorship form by Friday, January 9. Local 
contests are usually held in late February or March. All local contests should be finished before Sunday, March 29  

due date for submiƫng local results. The state contest will be on Saturday, April 18, 2026, at Mt. Hope Church in 
Lansing, MI. The address is 202 S Creyts Rd. Lansing, MI 48917.  

Q: When and where is the naƟonal contest?  

A:  The contest will be held June 13, 2026, at the Crystal Gateway MarrioƩ in Arlington, Virginia in conjuncƟon with the 
NaƟonal Right to Life Conference.  

Q: What are the prizes?  

A: 1. Local prizes are leŌ to the discreƟon of affiliates, though suggested prizes are $100, $50 and $25 for the top three 
winners. In addiƟon to cash prizes, groups might offer framed cerƟficates, roses, precious feet pins, t-shirts, Ɵckets to 
affiliate events and other items to all contestants.  

2. State prizes include a small giŌ for all parƟcipants, monetary awards of $500, $300 and $200 and prolife gear for the 
top three winners, and an expenses-paid trip to the naƟonal contest for our naƟonal contest entrant and a 
parent/guardian.  

3. NaƟonal prizes are $1,000, $750, $500 and $250 for the top four winners. In addiƟon, the first-place winner will 
receive Ɵckets to the NaƟonal Right to Life ConvenƟon banquet the night of the contest and will be asked to give 
his/her speech at the banquet.  

Q: Where can students obtain resource materials for their chosen topics?  

A: Newspapers, libraries and the Internet are great sources of informaƟon. Right to Life of Michigan's website RTL.org is 
an excellent resource. Right to Life of Michigan EducaƟonal Resource Centers also have resources available. 
AmbiƟous students might also contact staff at local crisis pregnancy centers or hospices for an inside perspecƟve on 
life issues. Contestants should avoid using research that would not be acceptable in a paper assigned for a class (e.g. 
Wikipedia).  

Q: What if our local contest winner can't aƩend the state contest?  

A: The runner-up in the local contest may compete in the state contest should the winner be unable to aƩend. The 
deadline for local contest coordinators to noƟfy the state oratory coordinator of the runner-up’s subsƟtuƟon and to 
submit the runner-up's speech is Monday, April 13, 2026.  

Q: Can the past year’s contest winner parƟcipate in next year's contest?  

A: Local and state contest winners are not excluded from parƟcipaƟng. Students winning first place in the naƟonal 
contest as juniors are not allowed to compete again naƟonally in their senior year but are welcome to parƟcipate in 
the state contest.  

Q: Why are freshmen and sophomores not allowed to compete naƟonally?  

A: NaƟonal Right to Life sets the rules for the naƟonal contest and has decided against allowing them to parƟcipate. For 
quesƟons contact the NaƟonal Right to Life Outreach Department at 202.626.8800 or stateod@nrlc.org.  

  


